Persecuted Christians

Pray that people who are bullied because of their religion may
find courage from the Holy Spirit to keep showing God'’s love.

" Has anyone ever bullied you? Have you ever been
"'*{ teased for being a Christian? Sometimes it’s hard to
stand up for yourself when someone big and strong
is picking on you.

This month we are praying for persecuted Christians.
| There are many Christians all over the world who are
¥ bullied because of their faith. Some of them are kids
on playgrounds, just like you, who are teased
because they believe in God. Other persecuted
Christians are entire groups of people who aren’t
able to go to church because the government in their
country won’t allow it.

After Jesus went to heaven, his friends were afraid and didn’t know what to do. They
gathered together to pray, and the Holy Spirit gave them strength to tell the world
about Jesus. Not everyone believed them. Some people threatened them with
violence and teased them. But the Holy Spirit gave them the courage to love their
enemies and to teach others about Jesus.

The Pope asks us to pray that all Christians who are teased or hurt because of their
faith find strength in the Holy Spirit to keep loving God and to keep sharing his
message with others.

Think about it!

e Have you ever been teased?

e How can you ask the Holy Spirit for strength?

e Could you be strong and keep showing your love for God, even if you are being
picked on?
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Holy Spirit Wind Sock

Here is a craft to remind you that, just like the wind, the Holy Spirit is always
there, even if you can’t see him.

Materials needed:

e Construction paper in your favorite color
Orange construction paper

Ribbon or streamers

Glue stick, crayons, and a stapler

A hole punch and string

1. Cut out seven flames from the orange paper. You
can cut out the flame shape below and use it as a
stencil.

2. Write one gift of the Holy Spirit on each of the
flames. The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit are
wisdom, understanding, counsel, courage,
knowledge, piety, and fear of the Lord.

3. Cut out the dove below and glue it to the other
piece of construction paper.

4. Staple the short ends of the construction paper
together to make a cylinder shape.

5. Use the ribbon or streamers to attach the flames to
the top of the wind sock.

6. Punch holes in the top of the wind sock, and hang it
from the string.






