
City Life 
Pray that Christians may overcome the bad things about city life by 

encouraging the good things. 

 

People live in all kinds of places.  Some people live in the 
country with many miles between their house and their 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊǎΩΦ  {ƻƳŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ city, with next-door 
neighbors only a few feet away.  Other people live in 
towns or suburbs.  Where is your house? 
 
Two hundred years ago cities were much smaller.  More 
people lived in the country on farms.  Now more than half 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƭƛǾŜ ƛn cities.  Many moved from the 
country hoping to find a better life, because cities offer 
more jobs, education, and community.   
 
But not everything about city life is good.  Cities have 
problems with crime, pollution, crowding, and poverty.  
This month the Pope wants us to pray for Christians in our 
cities, that we might overcome the bad things about city 
life by encouraging the good things. 

 
Pope Benedict wants us to pray for four special things about city life: education, justice, 
friendship, and peace.  Our cities can be a great source of education, but we need to pray that 
kids and adults are taught what is right.  We need to pray for justice, so people who live in cities 
are treated fairly and equally.  We should pray for friendship because we are all members of a 
community, and that we should work together to help each other.  And we should all work for 
peace so that the world can be a safer, happier place for all of us. 
 
The last book in the Bible talks about a heavenly city ς a place of peace and joy.  We Christians 
should try to make our cities like that heavenly city.  Until we get to heaven, we can work and 
pray here for the good of all people. 
 

Think about it! 

 Do you live in the city or the country?  How would your life be different if you lived 
somewhere else? 

 What are the good things about living in the city?  What are the bad things? 

 What can you do to encourage education, justice, friendship, and peace? 

 

 



City Life 
Building a City 

 

Living in a city can be fun, but a lot of work goes into making a city a good place to live.  Think about all 
the buildings in your city or town. As the population goes up, there will need to be more houses, 
apartments, and workplaces for the new residents. 

But what would happen if all these new buildings were built just anywhere? Who would make sure there 
are still enough parks and playgrounds for adults and kids to enjoy? Would the roads and sidewalks be 
able to fit all the cars people will drive, the bikes people will ride, and the walking people will do? Where 
could trees and plants grow if there were just buildings and roads? 

You might not notice it at first, but the location of all the buildings around you took planning. Planners 
make sure cities are built in a smart way, so that the roads can fit all of the traffic the buildings create, 
that neighborhoods still have parks and playgrounds, that there are places for trees and wildlife, that 
there are enough stores to find the things we need, that residents can find good jobs, and that everyone 
has a chance to live in a nice house or apartment. 

 

Materials needed: 

 Scissors 

 Tape or glue 

 Pen or Pencil 

 Maps or a phone book 
 

1. Print the map page and the buildings page. 
2. Name your city and write the name on the top of the map page. 
3. Cut out the small buildings on the buildings page. 
4. Look at the maps around your home or in your phone book to see how cities are designed.  Do 

you see how stores, factories, and houses are often grouped together in areas? 
5. Take the small buildings that you cut out.  Arrange them on the map page.  Where should the 

different buildings go?  Should the school be near the park?  Should the hospital be near the 
houses?  Why or why not? 

6. Glue your buildings where they belong.  Congratulations!  You built your first city! 



 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 


